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what he meant. " You," I suggested with a smile,
" think that I should not expect to find a heaven
on earth in Russia." This pleased him, and when I
said that I never would adopt fanatical views
whether I was in Russia for two weeks or twenty
years he became most enthusiastic, and expressed
the hope that I should be with them for the latter
period.

" Any place you wish to go to is open to you," said
Lepse, and then turned to Jerome and instructed
him to see that our stay was a pleasant one. He also
mentioned that should I wish to sign a contract he
would personally see that the terms were the best
possible. Lepse added that Jerome would be
responsible as our interpreter in Russia during our
tour. I later discovered that such orders, although
given in all good faith by the leaders, often mean
nothing. I am convinced that in Lepse I had a friend
who could have done much to alter the ultimate
conditions for me, had he but known of the difficul-
ties with which I was faced. Unfortunately, he died
the following January.

Our conversation had lasted about three hours,
and when it began there were four persons in the
room. This number swelled to twelve before we
left, and they were a motley-looking bunch. Two
or three of them accompanied us to the street and
insisted on paying our fares in the tram-car. They
were friendly souls, although hardly suited mentally
for the important posts they undoubtedly held.

Nothing gives a clearer conception of Lepse's vast
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